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Madeira School Supporters See their Impact First Hand 

 
A group of Madeira residents attending the school district’s fall community coffee had the opportunity to 
hear first-hand how their support impacts students. 
 
Madeira’s Superintendent Kenji Matsudo holds the senior citizen community coffees each fall and spring. 
“We like to invite people back who were involved as teachers, parents, and volunteers in the past,” 
Superintendent Kenji Matsudo explained. “These are the people who helped build the solid foundation our 
district is built on. We want to keep them updated on what’s going on in the schools, and give them a 
chance to ask us anything they’d like to know more about.”  
 
Residents at this coffee were treated to several students sharing ‘their Madeira story’ - the activities they’re 
involved in and what they’re learning. Madeira High School (MHS) seniors Gabe Valento and Megan Wu 
are members of the first class to attend all 13 years in the updated high school and new elementary and 
middle schools that opened in 2007. They spoke to the group about their academic classes, athletics and 
extra curriculars, and their appreciation for the college application workshops MHS counselors hold. They 
also invited the group to the Theatre Arts’ fall Senior Citizen Day, where the production of Almost Maine 
will be performed free for Madeira senior citizens. 
 
Madeira Middle School (MMS) eighth grade students Luke Browning and Isabela Arredondo spoke about 
their school’s culture theme which promotes Leadership, Integrity, Generosity, Honesty and Teamwork 
(LIGHT). Students are recognized when they ‘shine their light’ by exhibiting LIGHT characteristics inside or 
outside of the classroom. 
 
After the students returned to school, Superintendent Matsudo spoke about new donations received for the 
‘Made in Madeira’ scholarship awarded to each MHS 2018 graduate – one by a sixth grader. He also 
talked about the schools partnering with Madeira Swim and Tennis Club and the City of Madeira in their 
use of the MHS track and the Madeira Swim and Tennis Club’s courts. 
 
The exchange gave the senior citizens the chance to see Madeira Schools through the students’ eyes, and 
gave the students the opportunity to share a day in their life. It also gave one student the chance to thank 
the residents for their support in person – which Gabe Valento did before returning to class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

Eighth grade students bringing coffee 
attendees up to date on MMS.  

Pictured (l to r): Larry Lewis,  
Jim Decatur, Dan Henke,  

Isabela Arredondo and Luke Browning.    
		
	


